— — 


With à ſhort Account of his LIFE an f 


CHARACTER. 


— — AS 


By DANIEL MATO, M. A. 


ng 


- 
. 
7 


72 
S * 


7 


we 
9 


Printed for Ric HARD ForDgamthe Angel, and 
SAMUEL CHANDLER, e ſe Crols- Keys, in! 
the Poultrey. M. DCC. _—_P (Price 6 d. 


LONDON: 


0 55 


a. 
* 1 
3 L —— 


, 

"> — 
— 
4 

8 


* 8 * e ir oth a * * en Ws 6s 6 i / — . : ; 8 9 wv 4 : 5 of y 0 0 4 — : r 23 : . ">. - ; 2 e 
eng, gee e r —.— - Wd 3 * LEES * $48 -; : 8 p 1 8 7 * 7 4 P 8 : 2 1 - 2 = . . £ 1 N 0 ? * 
wn 8 3 —_ 3 * * „ : 7 3 8 1 * 5 5 q * þ f — 5 ates 2 x 3 3 4 D - : * - 8 8 MW - n e 9 - hn the . : 4 ; n PC [4 *** _ a” — 1 — A 2 
es TT R * , r — 4 2h ö 2 ns : ; RIO MO IE o EIT _ 2g _— + ag . RON ——— a : 


—_ "ed — 
2 * 2 ran Lag CANNES b 
—_ — — 3 — L AE 4 N 


ä AAR 


A * 0 l 
att Y «Ts >. 3 — — 


2 Cor. V. vi. 

For we that are in this Taber- 
nacle do groan, being burdened ; 
not for that we would be un- 
clothed, but clothed upon, that 

Mortality might be ſwallows 


Ni the former Chapter St. Paul giveth 


met with in the Exerciſe of their Mi- 
niſtry, and what ſupported and pre- 
ſerved them from ſinking under their heav yx 
Burdens; namely, the Expectation of an eter- 
nal Weight of Glory, when their light Affli- 
ctions, which were but for a Moment, were 
ended; which made them to neglect viſible 
and temporal Things, and fix their Aim at 
Things unſeen and eternal, of which they 
))) © ns were 


l 


an Account of thoſe Afflictions and 
Diſtreſſes he and his fellow Labourers 
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. 


know, that i our earthly Houſe of this Ta- 


A Funeral Sermon on the 


were aſſured by Faith; for, in the Firff 


Verſe of this Fifth Chapter, he faith, Ve 


bernacle were diſſolved, we have a Build- 


ing of God, an Houſe not made with Hands, 


eternal in the Heavens. Then in the following 
Verſes, particularly that which I have fix- 
ed upon as the Subject of this Diſcourſe, he 
doth expreſs his earneſt Deſire aſter the fu- 


ture and immortal Bleſſedneſs of the Saints. 
We that art in this Tabernable do groan, be- 


ing burdened ; nor for that we would be un- 
clothed, but _ clothed upon, that Mortality 
might be fwallowed up of Life; which 
Words are not without their Difficulty: It 
ſhall be my Endeavour, e 


I. To give you the Apoſtle's Meaning in 
this Paſſage. | i, 


. Toobſerve from them what it ſvitable, 


and may be profitable to us. And, 


III. To make ſome proper Inferences of 


85 Truth and Duty from the whole. 


I. I am to give you the Apoſtle's Mean- 
ing in this Paſſage: Which may be known in 
part, from what hath been mentioned of 
their Coherence with the Context, and will 
more clearly and fully appear, by conſider- 
ing diſtinctly Three Things contained in them. 


Li „ a 
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viz. The preſent State or Condition the Apo- 


ſtle and his Companions were in: How they 
were affected with that their State or Condi- 


tion: And what they deſired and longed for. 


1. As to the preſent State and Condition 


they were in; this is expreſſed in the Text 
and Context, under a double Metaphor. The 


Dwelling in a Tabernacle; and the being 
clothed with that which was cumberſome. 
You muſt here obſerve, he ſpeaks of the Soul 
as the principal Part of Man, the Mind (the 
Rational and Immortal Spirit) is the Man ; 

which dwells in this Body, at preſent, as in 
an earthly Houſe, and is clothed with Fleſh 


and Blood. We that, at preſent, are in this 
Tabernacle, are not wholly deſtitute of an 


Habitation; but the Houſe we dwell in, is 
very mean and incommodious; it is but an 
earthly Houſe, or rather it is but a Taber- 
nacle, if it hath any Foundation at all, it 
18 only in the Duſt, or it rather hath no 
Foundation; but like a Tent it is ſet up for 


a while, and may very eaſily, and muſt 
ſhortly, be pulled down, or be diſſolved. 


In this preſent State the Soul likewiſe is not 


altogether naked, or deſtitute of Clothing, 
being expoſed to Injury and Ignominy ; Thou Job xc 10.11. 
Huaſt clothed me, faith Fob, with Fleſb and 
| Skin, and fenced me with Bones and Sinews. 
| But this Clothing is no more, nor better than 


Rags of Mortality. And further, the Apo- 
GO title 
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ſtle intimateth the Calamities and Afflictions 
of this Life, by this Expreſſion, e are bur 
dened. Though it is true, that the Bodies 

pfal. 139-12 which we dwell, are fearfully and won- 
14 15. derfully made, yet the Habitation is incon- 
venient upon many Accounts, it is a great 
Confinement to the Soul, and renders the | 
Mind uneaſy : and though this Cloathing of 

Fleſh is carzou/ly wrought, yet tis a Load 

or Burden to the Soul, a great Impediment 

to the Freedom of its acting, as well as an 
Occaſion and Inſtrument oftentimes of act- 

ing amiſs. Beſides, while we are in this 
Condition, we are liable to manifold Miſe- 
Job 14. 1. Ties and Calamities of Life; though oz Days 
are but few, yet they may be full of Trouble. 
And tho Ailiction cometh not forth of the | 
Dt, neither doth Trouble ſpring out of the | 
pb g. 7. Ground : yet Man is born unto Trouble, as 

the Sparks fly upward. : 


= 2:᷑. The next Thing obſervable is, How 
the Apoſtle and his Fellow Labourers were 
affected with that their State and Condition, 
which is thus expreſſed, Ve do groan, and 
may denote Two Things 


(.) Their being ſenſible of the Burdens 

and Calamities of this preſent Life, And 

this Temper of Mind was not unbecoming | 

the Apoſtle, nor is it indecent for any good | 

Man. I here may be the innocent Groan- | 
Ing | 


- Reverend Mr. James Waters. 7 
| ings of afflicted Nature, when at the ſame 
Time there is ſilent Submiſſion, and obedi- 
ent Patience, without ſinful Murmurings or 

| Complainings. This Apoſtle tells the Ro- 
maus, That the whole Creation (or every Rom. 8. 
Creature in this lower World) groaneth, ꝛ2. 
and Mankind is evidently loaded with man 
Burdens, of which they cannot but be ſen- 
fible; and tis a vain Pretence, that ſome 
have made of being wholly inſenſible under 

| Pains of Body, or the Troubles of this Life; 

: and vainer ſtill, to place any Virtue in ſuch 

" | a ſtupid Temper. The Apoſtles Rule is much 

5 | Hetter than ſome Mens vain Philoſophy ; 

* | meither to deſpiſe the Chaſtening of the Heb. 12.5. 
Lora, nor to faint when we are rebuked of 


— Him. 

8 . 5 885 
3 As good Men have their Share and Lot 

4 ; 


in the common Calamities of Life ; ſo ha- 
ving the ſame human Nature with other 
Men, they are alike ſenſible of theſe affli- 


V | Clive Evils: And good Men do often meet 
e | with greater Troubles than other Men, ſuf- 
„% | fering Afflictions, not only although they 
d are Righteous, but becauſe they are ſo: 
Again, Theſe Perſons are ſenſible of ſome 
' Burdens, which other Men do not feel, or 
ns | are not much affected with; namely, That 
id | this Body is an Hindrance to them in their 


19 | Duty, and a Temptation to many Sins. And 
beides all this, good Men do groan under 


— A Funeral Sermon on the 
the Burden of a Body of Sin, which they 
cant get rid of, till freed from the Body 
of Fleth ; and hence it is, they often cry 

Rom. 7. out with this Apoſtle, O wretched Man that 
4% J am, who ſhall deliver me from the Body 
of this Death, or this Body of Death: Add 

to all this, that good Men do perceive, and 

are greatly affected therewith ; that all the 
Calamities or Miſeries of this preſent: Life, 

are the penal Effects of Sin, and that ſome- 

times a good Man may be chaſtned here, that 


on ee RY 


1 Cor. 11. he ſhould not be condemned hereafter : That 


* God may viſit their Tranſoreſſions with the 

Rod, and their Iniquities with Stripes, 
Pfal. 89. 20% be doth not utterly take away his lo- 
33. omg Kindneſs from them, nor ſuffer his 


Pal. 99.8- God, though he take Vengeance ontheir In- 
they have Reaſon, do groan, and make their 
like wicked Men, murmur or complain of 


God, or fret themſelves againſt the Lord: 
No, they remember, there is no Reaſon for 


Puniſhment ofhis Sin ; their Language is this, 


Ae I bave fined againſt hin: 


8 (2.) Their 


 Faithfulncſs to fail. He may be a forgiving | 


humble Moans to God ; yet, they do not, 


a living Man to complain, a Man for the 


But in all theſe Caſes, tho good Men, as f 


Iwill bear the Iudignation of the Lord, le- 


ir 


Reverend Mr. ſames Waters. 


2.) Their earneſt Deſire of Freedom, 
and Deliverance from the Burdens and Ca- 
lamities of this Life, is intended by this Phraſe, 


We © groan. They ſighed and longed for 


Freedom and Enlargement, and Eaſe and 


Happineſs : Thus we read, 2. 2. In this we 


' groan earneſtly, deſiring to be clothed upon 
Noth our Houſe, which is from Heaven,, 
| They defired to be diſſolved, and to be withPhil. 1.15; 
Cyhriſt. It is natural, and in ſome Sort ne- 


ceſſary, for a Man that is in Miſery, to de- 


ſire Deliverance ; for thoſe that are loaded 
with a heavy Burden, to long for Eaſe and 
Freedom : But there is ſomething peculiar in 
the Deſire of the Apoſtle, and all good Men, 
that is different from the common Deſires of 
Men in general; as will appear under the 
next Head, which is this. 


3. To conſider what it was the Apoſtle 


and his Companions ſighed and longed for: 
And this we find expreſs d. „ 


(i..) Negatively. Not for that we would 
be emclothed; i. e. not meerly to be rid of 
the Burdens and Calamities of Life, Not 
| meerly to be exempted from Troubles, whe- 
ther & 
that Men commonly deſire, and could they 
be freed from the Troubles of Life, they 
would willingly live here always, though 


dying or otherwiſe. This is all 


9 


1 

14 

2 

— 
3 


1 
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in a State of Sin, and Abſence from the Lord. 
But the Apoſtle, as we ſhall hear, defired 
ſomething more. Much leſs did the Apoſtle _ 
defire Death for its own ſake, though there- 
by he ſhould go out of this Tabernacle, and 


10 off this Clothing of Fleſh and Blood. 


As inconvenient as the preſent Habitation was, 
he did not deſire his Soul ſhould be vagrant, 
$ ithout Houſe or Home; and as burdenſome _ 
he found the Body to be, yet he did not 
deſire to be found naked, or to be for ever 
rid of the Body, which was one Part, though 
the meaner Part-of himſelf, His Deſire was 
not enn, nor wicked. 


"bt was not an unnatural Deſire, as it 

would have been, had he deſired not to be, 
or to die meerly for the ſake of dying. By 
the Way, let us conſider how great is their 


Folly; what monſtrous Madneſs is it, for a 
reaſonable Being, ſo to act, as at length to 


be brought into ſuch a Condition, as even | 
to with, though in vain, for the greateſt of |. 
all natural Evils, ot by be So that in a 
Senſe, it ſhould have been better for him not 
to have exiſted, never to have been born. 
God hath planted i in all Animals, in Men par- 
ticularly, a ſtrong and ardent Love of Life, 
and by Means of this, he ſerveth many great 4 
and good Ends of his Providence ; and 'tis | 
contrary to Nature, to deſire Death, were | 
it not in order to obtain a better Life. And | 
1 though 


meet with, or do expect. 
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though Grace doth reconcile the Soul to 
| parting with the Body for a Time, yet it 
doth not encourage any unnatural Deſire of 


daring to encounter with the Difficulties they 


There are ſome who ſinfully complain; 
| Wherefore is Life given to him that is in 


Miſery, and Light to the Bitter in Soul. 


It may be, their Troubles are ſo great, and 
their Grace fo ſmall, or rather none at all; 
that they may chuſe Strangling and Death _ 
1 rather than Life, and may wickedly be their 


own Executioner, ſhamefully retreating from 
the Conflicts and Difficulties of this preſent 
State, and committing a Crime, that ſeems 


probably, to be unpardonable ; becauſe it 
cannot be repented of. I mean Self- murder. 
But this was furtheſt from the Thought or 
,- Denre of the Holy lee,, 


(..) Poſatively. The Apoſtle's Deſire was 


to be clothed upon, and that Mortality might. 


3 2 bs 


Mluch leſs was the Apoſtle's a zwicked De- 

fire of Death, like that of ſome Men, or 
Which, at leaſt, they pretend to, by Reaſon 
of Diſcontentment with their preſent Con- 
dition; or Impatience under the incumbent 
| Evils of this preſent State; or Backwardneſs 
to perform their Duties; or Cowardice, not 
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be ſwallowed up of Life, i. e. He deſired | 
to exchange this Life for a better. That 


ſeeing he could not have his Houſe from 


Heaven, without going out of this Taber- 


nacle, nor be clothed with Immortality, 


without putting off theſe Rags of Mortality: 
He was willing to die, that he might live. 


He was not meerly deſirous to be rid of the 
Burdens of this Life, but was longing after 
the Reſt and Happineſs of the future 'State. 


He was deſirous of his Houſe from Heaven, 


or that Building of God, an Houſe Eternal 
in the Heavens. That he might have Gar- 
ments of Praiſe, and Robes of Glory. That 
Mortality, or this Mortal, might be ſwal- 
lowed up of Life. As to the Meaning of 


which Expreſſion, let us conſider. The 

Apoſtle did not deſire that this Mortal might 
abſolutely be ſwallowed up, or totally be de- 
ſtroyeds as we apprehend a Thing to be 


when caſt into a Gulph, or conſumed in the | 


Fire. But to be ſwallowed up of Life, i. | 


'That Life might ſwallow up Death, that | 
Immortality night ſwallow up Mortality, | 


even as Light may be ſaid to ſwallow up | 


Darkneſs, or Perfection ſwallow up Im- 


perfection: As when Childhood is done 


away by Manhood, or that which is lefs | 
glorious, by the Coming of that which is | 
far more glorious. And ſuch is that Life, | 
which ſhall ſwallow up Death. It will be | 
a Lite of Joy, and a Life of Glory, It will | 

2 e eee e 


Reverend Mr. James Waters. 


be a ſinleſs Life, and an endleſs Life. And 
in a Word, it is this Life the Apoſtle was 
carneſtly deſirous of, and was willing to die, 
that he might thus live. : 


Some have thought the Apoſtle, in this 
. Verſe, doth intimate his Deſire, if it might. 
be obtained, or, at leaſt, that it was in it 
ſelf, a more deſirable Thing, to be of the 
Number of thoſe, who ſhould be found a- 
live at the Coming of Chriſt, and caught 

1b to meet the Lord in the Air, of which 

he ſpeaks, in 1 Theſ. 4. 17. than of thoſe 

| who muſt die, and ſo be unclothed. He 
ſpeaks of the ſame Thing in his former Epi- 


ſtle to theſe Corinthians, Chap. 15. 51. 


Behold, I ſhew you a Myſtery ; we ſhall not 
all ſleep, but we ſhall all be changed. And 
they think ſeveral Expreſſions in this Con- 
text do favour this Opinion. 


Bast it ſeems clear to me, the Apoſtle had 
no Expectation of living to the Coming of 


Chriſt, not only becauſe in his 2d Epiſtle to 


the Theſſalonians, which was written before 
this, Chap. 3. Ver. 2. He caution'd them 
againſt the Expectation of the Coming of 


Chriſt ſo very ſoon ; and tells them of great 


| Events that were firſt to happen: But in 
this very Context, he ſpeaks of the earthly 
| Houſe being diſſolved; namely, at Death, 
Ver. 1. and afterwards, Her. 8. of his be- 


ing 


— ?ũ “. ¾ 
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be ſwallowed up of Life, i. e. He deſired 


to exchange this Life for a better. That 


ſeeing he could not have his Houſe from 


Heaven, without going out of this 'Taber- 


nacle, nor be clothed with Immortality, 
without putting off theſe Rags of Mortality: 
He was willing to die, that he might live. 
He was not meerly deſirous to be rid of the 
Burdens of this Life, but was longing after 
the Reſt and Happineſs of the future State. 
He was deſirous of his Houſe from Heaven, 
or that Building of God, an Houſe Eternal 
in the Heavens. That he might have Gar- 


ments of Praiſe, and Robes of Glory. That 


Mortality, or this Mortal, might be feal- 
lowed up of Life. As to the Meaning of 


which Expreſſion, let us conſider. The 


Apoſtle did not deſire that this Mortal might + 
abſolutely be ſwallowed up, or totally be de- 


ſtroyeds as we apprehend a Thing to be 
when caſt into a Gulph, or conſumed in the 


Fire. But to be ſwallowed up of Life, i. e. 
That Life might ſwallow up Death, that 


Immortality niight ſwallow up Mortality, 


even as Light may be ſaid to ſwallow up 
Darkneſs, or Perfection ſwallow up Im- 
As when Childhood is done 


away by Manhood, or that which is lefs | 
glorious, by the Coming of that which is 
far more glorious. And ſuch is that Life, 
which ſhall ſwallow up Death. It will be 
A Lite of Joy, and a Life of Glory. It will 

RE mf 28-6 b 5 


this, Chap. 3 


5 Chriſt ſo very ſoon ; 
Events that were firſt to happen : 
this very Context, he ſpeaks of the earthly 
| Houſe bein diflolved ; 

I. Fer. I, nor þ 
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be a ſinleſs Life, and an endleſs Life, And 
ina Word, it is this Life the Apoſtle was 
_ earneſtly defirous of, and was willing to die, 
that he might thus live. 


Some have thought the Apoſtle, in this 
Verſe, doth intimate his Deſire if it might 
be obtained, or, at leaſt, that it was in it 
ſelf, a more defirable Thing, 
Number of thoſe, who ſhould be found a- 
| live at the Cimi 1g of Chriſt, and caught 
auß to meet the Lord in the Air, of which 


he ſpeaks, in 1 The. 4. 17. than of ar 
who muſt die, and ſo * unclothed. 


ſpeaks of the fame Thing in his former Epi | 
fle to theſe Corinthians, 
Behold, I ſhew you a M Iyſter y; We ſhall not 
All ſhep, but we ſhall all be changed. And 
they think ſeveral Expreſſions in this Con- 
text do favour this Opinion. 


Chap. 15. 51. 


But it ſeems clear to me, the Apoſtlo had 


no Expectation of living to the Coming of 
Chriſt, not only becauſe in his 2d Epiſtle to 
the The alonians, which was written before 
He caution'd them 
[4 againſt the eee of the Coming of 
and tells them of great 


Fer. 2. 


namely, at Death, 
alterwards Ver. 8 


to be of the 


But in 


8, of his be- 


ing 
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ing willing rather to be abſent from the Body, 1 


. e. to die, and to be preſent with the Lord, 


as he had ſpoken, PHI. 1. 23. of his having 
4 Deſire 70 depart, (i. e. to die, Ver. 21.) 


and to be with Chriſt. 


Beſides, it doth not appear evidently to 
be more deſirable in it ſelf, to be of the 


Number of thoſe, who ſhall be found alive 


at the Coming of Chriſt, rather than of thoſe 1 


who have died in the Lord. For though by 


this Means, the Pain or Terror of dying will in- 
deed be avoided ; which, to many good Men 
eſpecially, very often is not great; tis no 
more than falling aſleep : Yet we know how | 
very awful it will be, even to the Saints, to 
be Eye-witneſles of the Solemnities that ſhall 
uſher in that Day: Such as the Conflagra- 
tion of this Earth, and the Elements about 
it; and the Sound of the Trumpet, that ſhall | 
Change it 
ſelf, which thoſe, who ſhall then be found 
alive, muſt undergo, will be equivalent to 


raiſe the Dead. And the very 


dying; fir Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit 
the Kingdom of God. This Mortal muſt 
Put on Immortality, whether it die tirſt or 
--- 00.” 


There is another 'Thing that may require | 
a few Words before I conclude this firſt Ge- | 
neral; namely, Doth the Apoſtle ſpeak in 
this Context, of the Happineſs to be en- 

. 9 joyed 


Fr 
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joyed immediately after Death, or at the Re- 


ſurrection in the laſt Day? In anſwer to 


which Queſtion, we may obſerve ſome Paſ- 
ſages do ſeem to point at the Happineſs to 


be enjoyed at the Reſurrection, which the 


from the Lord; 


Reſurrection of the Juſt. 


Apoſtle had expreſly mention'd, Chap. 4. 14. 
It is then that we ſhall in the moſt eminent 
Senſe be clothed with our Houſe from Hea- 

ven, or have 4 Building of God, an Houſe 
not made with Hands, eternal in the Hea- 
one; and then will this Mortal, moſt emi- 
nently be ſwallowed up of Life; when as 
the Phraſe is, 1 Cor. 15. 53, 54+ This Cor- 
ruptible ſhall have put on Ingorruption, and 
_ this Mortal ſhall have put on Immortality, 
and Death ſhall be fewallowed up in Vittory. 
But then we mult alſo obſerve, that other 


Phraſes here uſed, do plainly thew that the 


Apoſtle had an Expectation of Happineſs 
immediately upon his Diſſolution. That as 
| toon as this 'Tabernagle was diflolved, they 
ſhould have a Building of God; that as ſoon 
as we are ſtripp'd of the Body, we fhall be 
_ clothed with our Houſe from Heaven; we 
hall not be found naked. That though whilſt 
wie are at home in the Body, we are abſent 
yet we ſhall no ſooner . be 
abſent from the Body, but we ſhall be pre- 
lent with the Lord. The Truth then is this, 
That the immortal Bleſſedneſs of the Saints 
will commence immediately at their Death, 


but will be conſummate or compleat at the 


II. Ine 
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II. The ſecond General propounded, was 
to obſerve from the Words thus explained, 
that which is ſuitable, and may be profita- 
ble to us. And there are two Things under 
this Head, that deſerve our Conſideration ; | 
namely, That it is the Temper of all true 
Chriſtians, ' habitually to deſire the ſame 
Thing that the Apoſtle did: And yet there 
are ſeveral Hindrances or Impediments to 7 
their actual Deſires. | 


I. It is the Temper of all true Chriſtians, . #/ 
habitually to deſire the ſame Thing that the 
Apoſtle did. To be clothed upon, that Mor- t 


tality might be ſwallowed up of Life. It ev, 
is obſervable, the Apoſtle ſpeaks in the plu- 


ral Number, Ve do groan, and this Expreſſion 
may be extended to all true Chriſtians: It 
is evident they all are burdened, and it will 


not be deny d, that as it is natural to all of t 
them, to deſire Freedom from their Bur- 
dens; fo alſo that they ought to deſire what te 


the Apoſtle longed for; and that it really is 
their Habitual Deſire, will appear from theſe 
Conſiderations following. — 


(..) Immortal Life and Happineſs ſhall ne 
be the Lot and Portion of all good Chriſti- 
ans. If indeed the Apoſtle and his Fellow- 
labourers only were to enjoy this Bleſſed- 


neſs, 10 be clothed upon with their Houſe Di 


2 Fron 


Reverend Mr. James Waters. 
from Heaven, then they only groan earneſt- 


ly, and deſire earneſtly this Privilege; but 
ſeeing this ſhall be the Happineſs of all true 
Chriſtians, they all of them muſt be ſuppoſed 
to long for it alſo. 
; mothy, There was laid up for him, a Crown 

of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righte- 

ous Judge ſhould give unto him; and he 
adds, not to me only, but unto all them alſo” Tin. 4- 
that loce his appearing: And our bleſſed 
Saviour pray'd, not only for his immediate 
Diſciples, but for them alſo, who ſhould be- John 17. 
. tieve on him, through their Words. And. 
one Thing he defired for them, we find 
thus expreſs d; Father, I will that they * *4 
doom thou haſt given me, be with me where 
I am, that they may behold my Glory. And 
he promiſed, that every one, who believethI>bn6.40. 
on him, ſhall have everlaſting Life; and that 
| be will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. And 
the Author to the Hebrews, not only tells 
us, Chriſt 7s able to ſave them to the ut- 
termoſt, that come to God by him; but that Heb. 7.257 
; he is the Author of eternal Salvation to all* * 9 
them that obey him. Now this being ſo, 
there is good Reaſon why all good Chriſti- 
ans ſhould, and really do deſire that Happi- 
| neſs the Apoſtle longed for. 


This Apoſtle tells 7z- 


8. 


(2.) All true Chriſtians have an enlighten- 


ed Mind, and good Judgment to diſcern the 
Difference between preſent and future Things; 


C and 
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and to prefer the Latter to the Former: And 


they direct their Aims and Actions accord- 


ingly. Their Minds are enlightened; of 


Darkneſs they are made Light in the Lord; 
they are turned from Darkneſs to Light; 
though they have not all the ſame Degrees 
of Knowledge, but differ in this, as in other 
Gifts and Graces of the Spirit. Again, they 


do all of them approve that which 1s ex- _ 
cellent ; and reckon that the Sufferings of 
this preſent Time (and the Enjoyments of 
rom. 8. this Life alſo) are nt worthy to be com- 
'% pared with the Glory that ſhall be revealed 
In us. They plainly perceive the Diffe- 
Cor 4. rence between Light and momentary Things 
Te here, and the eternal }eight of Glory. That it 


Phil, 1-23-1S far better i depart, and to be with Chrift, 
than to abide in the Fleſh: And according 


| - to this their ſettled Judgment, they direct 
= Cor. 4. their Aims and Actions. T hey looſe not at the 
„% Things which are ſeen, but at the Things 


Phil. 3.20. a | i 
dohich are not ſeen; Their Cuderſation 1s 


in Heaven : Like the Holy Patriarchs of old; 


cb. cr. They couſeſs themſelves to be Strangers and 


137514. 


Pilgrims on the Earth, and declare plainly 


they ſeek a Country. Is it any Wonder then, 
they defire this better Country, that is, a 
. heavenly 2 Muſt it not be admitted, that 
ſuch Perſons have an habitual Deſire to 
obtain that which, in their Will informed, 
and fed Judgments they eſteem to be mol! 
deſtrab, apd which, in the main Tendency 
01 


nai 


4 of their Actions, they are aiming at or labour- 


holy Principle, that cometh from above, and 


naturally aſcends Heavenwards, and will ex- 
3 
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ing for? Can we ſuppoſe a Nlan, by daily 


conſtant walking to keep forward in one 8 
Way, and never deſire to come to the End 


Sas" * w > 
1 wn ces 


of his Journey? 


(33) All good Chriſtians have this Hope, 


har they ſhall enjoy this Happineſs : They 
| have all the ſame Foundations for Hope; 
| namely, 
Chriſt 
| Goſpel. 
Nature and Kind; which is the ſame Sub- Hieb. 11, 
ſffance of Things hoped for. 
have good Hope thy ey Grace, and are le.: The, . 
gotten again to a lively Hope, by the Reſur-" 
rection of Fefus Chrift from the Dead. And i John ;. 
 baving this Hope, they purify themſelves as 3: * 
Cd 15 
hence, that where there is a lively Hope up- 
on ſuch good Foundations, 


the Mercies of God, the Grace of 
Jeſus, and the ſure Promiſes of the 
They have all the ſame Faith for 


And all of them!“ 


[ . 185 


pure. And muſt it not follow from 


there mult alſo 
be an earneſt Deſire to obtain what is hoped 


tor © If we hope for that we ſee not, then do kom. 8. 


we, with Patience, wait for 1t ; and at thess. 


fame Time have an earneſt Expectation and 


Deſire: The earneſt Expettation of the Crea- v. 19, 


tre waiteth for the Manife porn of the Sons 


| of God. 


(4) There is, in all good Chriſtians, a 


cite 
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cite ardent Deſire after a bleſſed and glori- De 
ous Immortality. So we read in the Verſe ma 
following the Text: Now he that hath pol 
wrought us for the ſelf-ſame Thing, is God, fon 
ho alſo hath given us the Earneſt of the at 
Spirit, And he muſt indeed, be Gop, who no! 
can thus form us a-new, and work up our or 
earthly Minds, into a Meetneſs and Fitneſs Str 
for this bleſſed State. And fo it is that ho» run 
Colef. 1. iy Men are made meet to be Partakers of to 
Ihe Inheritance of the Saints in Light; For 
James 1. this Purpoſe they are begotten, with the 
John +. 3. Mord of Truth; they are born again, or born fev 
1. 13. from above, not. of Blood, nor of the Mill ati 
F the Fleſh, mor of the Will of Man, but mo 
2Pet.r4.of God. they are made Partakers of & _ 
= divine Nature, which is an Earneſt to a- 
ſure us of a bleſſed and glorious Immortality, finc 
and will aſcend to its Centre in holy Affecti- Oc: 
ons and Deſires. 1 der 


Againſt all this, it may be objected, that ſho 
if there were ſuch habitual Deſires, we of, 
might expect to find more anal Deſires 
after this in good Men, than is commoniy 1 
found; and as to our ſelves in particular the 
may ſome ſay, they find little or nothing of tion 
this by Experience in themſelves In An- | of 

ſwer to which, it muſt be own'd, that la- out 
bits are of little Uſe, unleſs drawn forth in- befc 
to Act, and we muſt alſo confeſs, that very for 
few Chriſtians have ſuch great and anal Vis 


De. 


. rr * 


* 


* 
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' Deſires as the Apoſtle had: And the ſame 
may be ſaid of other good and gracious Diſ- 
' poſitions of Soul; However, at certain Sea- 
ſons, it is no uncommon Thing to find theſe 
acta Deſires, and Longings of Soul, tho 
not alike, as to Degree in al! Perſons, 
or the ſame Perſons at all Times. The 
Stream of Holy Deſires will not always 
run with the ſame Swiftneſs: I his brings me 
to the „%% T 


2. Second Obſervation. That there are 


ſeveral Hindrances or Impediments to the 
actual Deſires of good Chriſtians, after im- 
mortal Bleſſedneſs. 1 


And upon due Inquiry after theſe, we ſhall- 


find ſome Occaſion for Comfort, and juſt 
Occaſion for Humiliation ; when we confi- 
der this unhappy Caſe, that we do not fo 
carneſtly deſire a bleſſed Immortality as we 
thould, and enquire into the Reaſon there- 
of, it may afford us ſome Comtort to think, 


al 


1. That one Cauſe thereof may be this, 


the natural Love of Life, or innate Aver- 
ſion to dying, which will remain ja the beſt 
of Men. We cannot be clothed upon, with- 
out being unclothed : Now, as was obſerv'd 
before, it is unnatural to deſire dying, meerly 
for the ſake of dying. No Man ever get hated 
his own Fleſh ; were it not for this natural 


love 


it 
43 
2 
4 
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Love of Life, we ſhould not take proper 
Pains and Care to preſerve Life ; we ſhould, 


many Times, contrary to our Duty, under- 
value Life, and perhaps throw it away. As 


it is natural, ſo tis our Duty to love Life, 


Now from | 
this Love to Life, that is natural as we are 


and take Care to preſerve it: 


Men, our Deſires, as Chriſtians, after a bet- 


yer" Life, are often cramp d and hindered, 


£ * Reaſon may be this; even a 


good Man may be afflicted with bodily Me- 
— or be naturally of a timorous Spi- 


And in ſuch a Caſe, no wonder if he 
antes at the Thought of entring into the 
dark and ſhady Valley. 


But they ſhould remember, for their Com- 


fort, they can no more hinder their Fears 
in this Diſtemper, than they can avoid the 


Senſe of Pain in a Fit of the Gout or Stone. 


There are 


Matter of Humiliation, e. g. 


1. Becauſe even the beſt of Men are not ſo 
perfectly ſanctified, as they might and ſhould | 
be. We ought to be conſtantly endeavour- 

ing to perfect Holineſ- in the Fear of God,; 
SE but 


This ſad Diſtemper 5 
is a great Hindrance to many good Men, as 
to their comfortable and uſeful living, and | 2 
fills them with a mighty Dread of dying. 5 


indeed e Canles of an Al; 
Frame and Temper of Mind, that ſhould be | 
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: but We muſt acknowledge We bane not FU Phil, 3. 43. 
tained, nor are we already perf feet, Our | 
Faith is not ſo ſtrong as it 
is our Love to God fo ardent as it ought to 
be; perhaps we are too much Strangers to the 
4 heavenly Life; we are not ſufficiently dead 
to the Things of this World. Tho through 
Grace we have crucified the Fleſh, with its 
Affections and Luſts, and have mortified the 
Deeds of the Body, and do not ſerve Sin ; 
yet there is in the beſt of Men, too great a 
Love to this World; and when they are 
weaned from the Luſts of the Fleſh, and = 
Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life ; 
there remains one Thing, which, . ; 
is the laſt that is mortified, too great Love 
or Concern about our Children, or other 
dear Relations in this World. Theſe we are 
apt to love inordinately: Next to parting 
with our own Bodies, we are loth to leave 
our Families and Friends ; and there is often 
too much D iſtruſt of God, mingled with this 
Love to our Families. 


ould be; nor 


2. Another very faulty Cauſe is this; too 


great Careleſſneſs, in clearing up our Title 

to a bleſſed Immortality. | You obſerve, the 
_ Apoſtle ſaith of himſelf and his Fellow-la- 
bourers, Ve know that if the earthly Houſe 
of this Tabernacle be diſſolved, we bave a 
Þ DO of God, &c.. And hence it was 


that he and they did o e deſire to 


be 
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be clothed upon with their Houſe from Hea. 


ven: And as the Apoſtle had good Evidence 


of his Title to the future Bleſſedneſs, ſo 
might Chriſttans, in our Days, have good 
and comfortable Aſſurance alſo, would they 


> Pet, 1. give more Diligence to make their Callins 
4 


and Election ſure. But how unconcerned- 


ly are the Generality about this Matter? 
How common is it to find Men live very 
contented, at the greateſt Uncertainty, whe- 
ther Heaven or Hell ſhall be their Portion 
for ever? Though they have no prevailing . 
Doubts about the Reality of future and in- 
viſible Things; yet, ſometimes they are full 
of Doubts and Fears about their Intereſt in 
the future Bleſſedneſs of the Saints. No 
wonder then, if their Deſires after them are 
very low, if Death ſeems formidable; and 


alas! many are not only to blame in not 


making their Evidences plain and clear, but. 


alſo are greatly to be reproved, becauſe they 
blot them, too often; and ſuch is the Care- 
leſſneſs of their Lives, to uſe no harder 
Words, that ſometimes theſe Spots are to be 
found, that it may be queſtionable, whether 
they are the Spots of God's Children, or no. | 


III. The laſt General propounded, was to 
make ſome proper Inferences of Truth and 


Duty from the Whole. 


I. Let 


— 
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1. Let us learn that the Soul is the orin- 


cipal Part of Man, and ſhould be chiefly ca- 
red for. The Inference is juſt, becauſe the 
Inhabitant is more noble than the Habitation, 
and the Body than the Clothing. It is true, 

that our Bodies are fearfully and wonderfully 
made, and there is Demonſtration of the Wif- 
dom and Power of God, in forming the Bo- 
dy of Men out of the Duſt of the Ground; 

burt ſtill the vital and rational Sr irit that God 
- breathed into him is more noble: And ſhall 
this Soul be neglected, and the Body only 
cared for? Shall we ſpend all our Time or 
chief Care in pleaſing, in pampering, in pro- 

' viding for the Body, theſe Rags of Mortality, 
without due Concern for the immortal Spi- 
rit, not caring whether that be happy or mi- 


| ſcrable for ever 2 God forbid. 


2. Let us land that the Soul is not anni=s 


bilated when the Body dies. Death indeed 
will diſſolve this Tabernacle, the vital Union 
between Soul and Body will be broken; 
but as a Man doth not ceaſe to be when he 
leaveth his preſent Dwelling, or puts off his 

| Cloaths, ſo Death will not make an utter 
End of us. There is no Reaſon to believe 
that any Part of Matter which God hath 
made ſhall ever be totally annihilated, tho 
it may and will be often changed; and as to 
this vile Body in which we now dwell, we 


D | Are 
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aare told that ſhall be changed and faſhioned i. 
Phil. 3.21, like unto Chriſt's glorious Boch, and the na- di 
tural or animal Body which is laid in the the 

1 Cor. 15: Grave ſhall be raiſed a ſpiritual Body, but fa; 
4 it will not be reduced to nothing: Much leſs to 
ſhall the immortal Soul be annihilated, that 

ſhall and will ſurvive the Body, in a State of 

TO 8 or Miſery. For, dn 


3. We may learn that the Soul ſhall be * 2 / 
Qive even in a ſeparate State, while the Bo- / oft 
dy remains in the Duſt, Neither Scripture Re 
nor Reaſon giveth any Countenance to the TI 
idle Dream of the Soul's fleeping till the Re- the 
ſurrection, or being till then in a State of In- ou 
ſenſibility or Inactivity. Whatever Impedi- Ab 
ments there may po oſſibly be to the Action of do 
the Soul, while burdened with Fleſh, we Le 
cannot conceive any thing can hinder our gr. 
thinking when we are rid of this Burden, It Vt 
is true, Death in Scripture is often compared wu 

to Sleep, but this only ſignifies our Retire- Pl: 
ment out of this World, or that Reſt from ve 
Troubles, and Ceſſation from the Actions now we 
performed in this animal Life. It doth not in 

ſignify that the Soul when ſeparated ſhall out 

have no Pain nor Pleaſure. Our Saviour. 
peaks of the rich Man as being in a State of 
Luke 16, Torments, and Lazarus as being in Abra- 
Dam's Boſom, while the Brethren of the rich 
Man were upon Earth. And he promiſed 

the penitent Malefactor, he ſhould be with 

bin 
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ed him to Day, or on that very Day, in Para-Luke 24. 
1a- diſe, tho the Day was then far ſpent. And“ 
he | the Apoſtle Paul therefore eſteemed it to be 
ut far better to depart and be with Chriſt, than phil. 1. 2 3. 
eſs to abide in the Fleſh | ; 
nat 15 = | ED 
of 4. How much are all Men concerned to en- 
quire what Habitation their Souls thall have 
When they leave theſe carthly Tabernacles. 
a-. The Living know that they muſt die. We 
30- often find theſe Houſes of Clay to be out of 
ure Repair: They muſt ſoon crumble into Duſt, 
the They cannot be much longer tenantable for 
Ne- the immortal Inhabitant. Is it not therefore 
In- our Wiſdom and Duty to enquire where our 
di- Abode ſhall be when we die, as others have 
1 of done. Will it not be melancholy to take a 
we Leap in the Dark? Shall we not ſettle this 
our grand Concern before tis too late? Will not 

It Uncertainty and Fears about this Matter, 
red whether Heaven or Hell is like to be our 
re- Place and Portion for ever, make a Death- bed 
om very uneaſy and uncomfortable ? 1 hus it 
ow! was with Adrian the Roman Emperor, who | 
not in Diſtreſs of Mind upon his Death-bed cry d 
nall out, ä 


f 
4 
ie, 
: 
* 
1 
i) 
* 


our Anima, vagula, blandila, 
> of |  Hoſpes, comeſque corporis, 
ra. Ou nunc abibis in loca” 
ich Pallidula, rigida, nudula, 
wy |... - New, ut ſoles, dabis jecos * 
ut | | ko: 
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F. How much are they to blanie who de- 1 
fire Death, or rather pretend to do ſo upon | p 
wrong Grounds? It is common to hear Men | . 
ſometimes in Words wiſh they were dead, 4 
when indeed they deſire nothing leſs, and ought | 9j 
to dread nothing more. They are it may be | JI: 
very ignorant of Death and its awful Conſe- | w 
quences. They are it may be wholly un- al 
prepared for Death, and theJudgment that fol- tl 
lows. How prepoſterous and abſurd then muſt | t! 
ſuch Words and Withes be? The Deſire of | 
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. Death for its own Sake is unnatural, and 

N perhaps impoſſible, and it muſt be very un- II 
Wo reaſonable if it is only to be delivered from u 
== the Burdens of this Life, and will tranſmit us| # 
1 to the eternal Pains to be endured in another} 4 
0 World. . Beſides, ſuch Defires or Withes! 7. 
4 often are a plain Indication of Impaticnce, | 7 
1 or Diſcontent, or Cowardice, which oaght| 1 


to be mortificd and not indulged to. 


6. However, good Men are blame-worthy, | 

that they do not attually deſire and labour t. 
aſter the Enjoy ment of eternal Bleſſedneſs. li c 
we have no good Principle in our Souls 
that js tending to Heaven, our State and Caſe] p 
is bad; and if we have ſuch a Principle, ſhould| \ 
we not cherith it, and follow where that will! ti 
lead 3. Is it not culpable to ſuffer that to be 


il. . ramped and hindered in its Motions ? SHoui 


124. WC n0t endeavour to attain the Naar 1 9 


of 
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of the Dead, and follow after, if that eve 


may apprehend that, for which we are ap- 


prehenaed of Chriſt Feſus? Should we not 
reach forth unto thoſe things that are before, 
and preſs toward the Mark fir the Prize 
f the High Calling of God in Chriſt Feſus ? 
ls it not a Reproach to us that we ſhould be 


willing always to be at home in the Body, 


and abſent from the Lord? Shall we be like 
the Wicked, whoſe Souls are driven out 
their Bodies ſorely againſt their Wills? 


7. Let us imitate the holy Apoſtle in a 


lively Faith and frequent Meditation upon 


_ unſeen and eternal things. Hear his Words, 


Ie ok not at the things which are ſeen, but 
at the thinzs which are not ſeen : for the 
things hich are ſeen are temporal, but 
the things which are not ſeen are eternal, 


Io follow this good Example would be 


oreatly for our Advantage ; this would ſup- 


port us under the Troubles of life; this 
would help us to perform the Datics of Life; 


this would wean us from this World, and re- 
concile us to the Icaving it at Death. And 
would to God that every Funcral of our de- 
parted Friends might excite us to ſerious 


Meditation upon, and due Preparation for 
that Eternity they are enter'd into. 


8. And laſtly, We may learn there is little 
or no Reaſon to mourn for our pious Friends, 
who 


29 
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to be exceſſive. 
not mourn, 
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who have died in the Lord. Many times | 
there may be great Occaſion to weep for our | 


ſelves, yet Grief on this Account ought not 


becauſe our Loſs is their Gain. 
'They would not come back again into our 


World, which is a Scene of Sorrows and State | 


of Temptation. Their Warfare is accom- 
pliſned, and they reſt from their Labours. 
They have only exchanged their Habitation, 
and that vaſtly to their Advantage; 


pare for his Followers. 
this Clothing of Mortality, and ſleep, or are at 


reſt as in their Beds, but ſhall awake in the 
have | 
and have obtained | 
the Prize. They ſhall fon no more, nor ſor- 


Morning of the Reſurrection. They 
now reached the Goal, 


row any more. They now enjoy what they 


hoped, and laboured, and longed for. In a 
word, they no more groan being burdened, 


for Mortality i is ſwallow'd up of Life. 


The late reverend Mr. James Waters was 
born at Bath, March 26, 1661. His Pa- 
rents were reputable and religious, and de- 


ſigning their Son for the Work of the Mini- 
try, gave him a liberal and learned Educa- | 
tion; who having made good Proficiency in 
the learned Languages | at the Grammar- 


2 i ee, 


But as for them we : hold I 


their 
Delling is no more in Fleth, but in thoſe | 
Manſions in our Father's Houſe, which the 
dear Redeemer purchaſed, and is gone to pre- 
They have put off 
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School, was inſtructed for ſome time in aca- ' 


demical Learning by the excellent Dr. Henry 


\ Langley, and finiſhed theſe Studies under the 
Care of the Reverend Mr. Thomas Doolittle 
in London. Soon after he was entertained 
in the Family of the Right honourable the 
Lord Denzil Hilles at Aldenham, in the 
County of Hertford, as a Tutor to his Son, in 
- which Employment he diſcharged himſelf ſo 
much to his Lordſhip's Satisfaction, as to 
have ſeveral Tokens of his Love and Eſteem. 
From thence, at the Recommendation of Sir 


Folm Thompſon, ( afterwards Lord Haver- 


ſham) he removed into the Family of Mr. 


Eseln of Nutfield, in the County of Sur- 

rey, about the Time of King Charles the 

Second's Death, and there liv'd as a Chaplain 
in the Houſe, and Tutor to Mr. Ecelyn's 
Sons during the Reign of King James the 
Second, preaching ſometimes very privately, 

till Liberty of Conſcience was granted, upon 
which he ſoon began to preach more publick- 
ly, with good Succeſs, at Ryegate, and continu- 
dd to do ſo till he was invited to Uxbridge, to 
Which Place he removed in May, 1692. with 
| | reaſonable Hope and Proſpect of being more 
- uſeful, and continued there labouring in the 
Word and Doctrine till the Time of his 
Death, which happened May 5, 1725. 


It is not my Deſign to write an Account 
of his Life at large, nor ſhall I expatiate ſo 


much 
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much on his excellent Character, as it were 
eaſy to do, but ſome things ought not to be 
omitted in Juſtice to his Memory, and for the 
Imitation of others. 


I may be truly id of him, That he feared | , 
the Lord from his Youth. He gave ſuch re- 
markable Evidences of Modeſty, Ingenuity 
and Regard to ſerious Piety, together with | : 
unuſual Diligence in his Studies; hat he was | 
ina peculiar ? Manner eſteemed by his Tutors, } ; 
and a good Example to his Fellow Students, 5 
ſome of which are yet living, and have often . 


ſpoken of him with great Reſpect. 


I ſuppoſe it was at the time of his being 
with Mr. Doolittle, that he ſolemnly dedica- 
ted himſelf to God, by entring Into. a Cove-| 
nant with Him, which he ſigned with his 
Hand, and the Reader will find at the End, 
15 I hope, for his Advantage. And his Aﬀer- ; 
life thew'd that his Heart did not deal de- 
ceitfully with his God. Soon after this ſo- 
lemn Tranſaction he began to keep a Diauy, 
now in my Hands, in which he remarked} : 
ſome particular Providences towards him, and 
ſet down from Day to Day an Account of 
his own Behaviour, and what Books he read 
in the Courſe of his Studies ; ; upon the View | 
of which I find 7hat to be evidently true, | 
which I have often heard, that he was a ve-| 
ry hard Student, cſpecially in his younger 

Lears, 
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Vears; and I doubt not, but others will be of 


my Mind, when they ſhall read one Extract 


from his Diary, annexed hereto; by which it 


alſo will appear, of what Nature his Studies 


were; and I hope this may excite others to 


imitate his good Example, though with this 
| Caution, not to ſpend whole Nights in read- 
ing, as he ſometimes did, manifeſtly to the 


impairing his Health, by laying a Founda- 


tion for thoſe Infirmities that attended him 
in his advanced Years, and, 


perhaps, ſhort- 
ened his Days. | | 


By this Means, however, he treaſured 
up a great Stock of uſeful Knowledge and 


Learning. He was well furniſhed for the 


Inſtruction of Youth, in which he was im- 
ployed with great Acceptance and Uſeful- 
neſs all his Days. And God uſed him as a 
happy Inſtrument to inſtil good Principles 


Into the tender Minds of Children, as many 
yet living can teſtify, I never knew any 
that came from under his Care, who did not 
ſpeak of him with the utmoſt Reſpect ; and, 
I hope, in many of them, there are laſt- 


ing good Impreſſions made, which u 


3 


k 


reading this, may be revived. : 


\ His principal Care, was to be as a Scribe, 


well inſtructed for the Kingdom of Heawua. 


Theology was his chief Study, and the Mini- 


ſtry of the Goſpel his main Bulineſs ; and being 
EF 2... well 
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well furniſhed for his Work, he was able | 
to maintain and defend the 'Truth againſt | 
_ Gam-fayers, to inſtruc the Ignorant, to fa- | 
tisfy the Doubting ; and, upon little Warn- | 
ing, to preach unto Edification, after ſuch a| 
Manner, as to pleaſe the moſt Judicious, and 
to affect the Populace. The principal Do- 
ctrines of revealed Religion, and the great 
and neceſſary Duties of the Chriſtian Life, 


were the ſubject Matter of his Sermons. 


He was a Proteſtant Diſſenter, from Prin 
ciple of Conſcience, after he had well ſtudi- 
ed the Controverſy between them and thoſe]. 
of the eſtabliſhed Hierarchy ; notwithſtand- 
ing ſeveral Temptations to Conformity, which 
came with Advantage, conſidering the Dark-| 
neſs of the Time in which he fet out in the} 
World. But he thought it was his Duty to 
ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt| 

hath made us free. And never could be 
ſatisfied concerning the divine Right of Bi. 
 Thops, as a ſuperior Order to that of Presby-| | 
ters; nor could he ſubmit to the Impoſition, 
or Uſe of human Inventions, or needleſs Ce- 
remonies in the Worſhip of God. At the 
ſame "Time he was as zealouſly affected to the 
civil Conſtitution of this Kingdom, and the 
preſent Government, upon the Principles G 
the happy Revolution, in 1688. for which, 
he was greatly thankful, becauſe it was a. 


<a iid ²ĩ²’wÄ ˙// / ah oe: m . . CE 


Deliverance from two of the greateſt Evi“ 
et E 1 
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imaginable, POPERYT and ARB T. 
 TRARTY POWER; for the ſame 
\ Reaſon, he rejoyced in the Settlement of the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion ; and he liv'd to ſee 
that take Effect in the Acceſſion of his 
moſt gracious Majeſty King George to the 
— 1 


Several Particulars might be mention'd, to 


ſhew that he was a tender Husband, a lo- 
ving Father, a faithful Paſtor, and kind 
Friend. 

ready to do Good, and willing to commu- 
nicate, and never ſpared his Pains, nor his 


He was free from Covetouſneſs, 


Money, for any public Service. In a Word, 


he was a Man of /mcere Godlineſs, and a- 
mong all his other Virtues, that which ſeemed 
to ſhine with the brighteſt Luſtre (if it be 
not rather a Conſtellation of Virtues, than 
2 ſingle Grace) was his Sincerity or Up- 
rightneſs. And I have often thought, if ! 
. ever knew any One to whom Nathanie!'s 
Character was due, an ſraelite indeed, in 
whom there is no Guile, Mr. Waters was 
the Man. He was, in a Manner, wholly free _ 
from that fefbly Wiſdom, which is incon- 
ſiſtent with Simplicity and godly Sincerity. 
In the Matters of Religion, and all others, 
| be renounced the hidden Things of Difho- 
 neſty, not walking in Craftineſs, but endea- 
 ooured to approve himſelf to every Man's 
Conſcience in the Sight of God. 


" PCA! 


1 dare ap- 
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peal to them with whom he liv'd, and a- 
mong whom he labour'd for thirty three 

Years, as the Apoſtle doth to the T heſſalo- | 
nians ; ye are Witneſſes, and God alſo, how | 
holily, and how juſtly, and unblameably he 
behaved among you : He laboured for ſome | 
Years under the Infirmities of a Conſtitution | 
weakened with Study, and the Work of his | 
Calling; he groaned, being burdened ; yet | 
did not complain, nor did he intermit his 
conſtant Work, as a Miniſter, in Publick or 


Private, though he very ſeldom had any 


Aſſiſtance, till for about half a Year before | 
he died; when he was ſenſibly warned, that | 
this earthly Tabernacle was ſoon to be diflol- | 
ved. And during the Whole of that Time, he 
ſhewe'd no inordinate Love of Life, nor Fear | j 
of Death; his Mind was calm and eaſy, and | 
he could cheerfully reſign his Soul unto God, | 
and leave his Family to the divine Care. | 
He would ſometimes ſpeak to me in particu- | 
lar, of his Concern for his beloved Flock ; | 
and pray'd in Hope, that no culpable or | 
ſhameful Diviſion might be among them, a- 
bout the Choice of a Succeſſor. Upon the | 
mentioning of which, I think my ſelf oblig'd 


to take Notice how well the Congregation, | 
lately under his Charge, have ſhew'd their 
Profiting under his Miniſtry, and Regard to 


Peace, that the very next Lord's-day after 


the Interment of their late worthy Paſtor's 
Remains; they did unanimouily center in 


2 | the 


and to behold the Upright; 
that Man is Peace ; and much was the End 
of him, whoſe true, but ſhort Character is 

here given: 
tered into Reſt; he ſuddenly, and ſilently, 
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the Choice of one to be the Succeſlor of him, 
to whom he had, for ſome Time, been AC 
ſiſtant. 


We are directed to mark the hls; Man, 


Having done his Work, he en- 


without any previous Notice, at that Time, 


fell aſleep. He was very ſoon, and very gent- 
ly unclothed; the vital Bands, that united 
Soul and Body together, were unlooſed in- 
deed, but not violently burſt aſunder; as he 

had no Pangs of Conſcience, ſo no terrify- 
ing Convulſions of Body. 
Habitation and Friends here below, and is 
no more at home in the Body, but, 1 doubt 
„not, hath a better Building, a better Cloth- 
ing, and is with better F riends ; 
: | abſent from the Body, he is preſent with the 
Lord: He lived beloved, his Death is la- 
mented, and his Memory will be precious. 
It only remains, that ecery one of us do fle 


that ! being 


the ſame Diligence, to the full Aſſurance f 


| Hope, unto the End, that we be not [luthful, 
but Followers of them, who through Faith 
end Patience inherit the Pi umiſes. . 


fs 


90 the Find if ; 


He hath left his 
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ZN Moſt dreadful God! for the Paſſion off m 
thy dear Son, I beſeech thee, acceptſ Jy 
of thy poor Prodigal, now proſtrating him.] al 
ſelf at thy Door. I have fallen from thee by th 
mine Iniquity, and am, by Nature, a Son A; 
of Death, and a Thouſand-fold more a Child gr 
of Hell, by my wicked Practice; but of thing th 
infinite Grace, thou haſt promiſed Mercy td ge 
me in Chriſt, if I will but turn to thee witl J. 
all my Heart : Therefore upon the Call of thy ge 
Goſpel, I am now come in, and throwing dowi yi 
my Weapons, ſubmit my {elf to thy Mercy. | gy 


„ * 


And becauſe thou requireſt, as the Conf kn 
dition of my Peace with thee, that 1 „ 

put away mine Idols, and be at Defiance wit 
all thine Enemies, which I acknowledge 
have wickedly ſided with, againſt thee ; | _ 
here, from the Bottom of my Heart, r ton 
nounce them all; freely covenanting wit a; 
thee, not to allow my ſelf in any knouf thr 
Sin, but conſcientiouſly to uſe all the Mea 
that I know thou haſt preſcribed for tl} tha 
Death and utter Deſtruction of all my Coſ Lo 
ruptions. And whereas I have forme} rat; 
ly, inordinately, and idolatroufly, let of der 
my Affections upon the World; I do het d 
reſign my Heart to thee, that madeſt 
humbly proteſting before thy gracious M 
jeſty, That it is the firm Reſolution of 1. 
| 15 „„ He 
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n off me hereunto, I may practiſe this my Reſo- 
cept} lution) through thine Aſſiſtance, to forſake 
um. all that is dear unto me in this World, rather 
2 by than to turn from thee to the Ways of Sin : 

Soi And that I will watch againſt all its Temptati- 


child ons, whether of Proſperity or Adverſity, leſt 
thing they ſhould withdraw my Heart from thee. 


yy tf Beſeeching thee alſo to help me againſt the 


wit Temptations of Satan, to whoſe wicked Sug- 


f thy] geſtions, I reſolve, by thy Grace, never to 


lowl yield my ſelf a Servant. And becauſe my 


Cy. | own Righteouſneſs is but menſtruous Rags, 


Conf knowledge, that I am, of my ſelf, a hope- 
| Righteouſheſs or Strength. 


„ 14 tomleſs Mercy, offer'd moſt graciouſly to me, 
wil a wretched Sinner, to be again my God, 


nov through Chriſt, if 1 would accept of thee : 


| | hone Heaven and Earth to record this Day, 


Tord my God; and with all nolfible Vene- 


ormeſ ration, bowing the Neck of my Soul un- 
der the Feet of thy moſt ſacred Majeſty, 
I do here take thee, the Lord Jehovah, Fa- 
ther, Son, and holy Spirit, for my Portion 
Land chief Good; and do give up my ſelf, 


4 Heart (and that I do unfeignedly deſire 
Grace from thee ; that when thou ſhalt call 


I renounce all Confidence therein; and ac- 


_ leſs, helpleſs, undone 8 without 


ce ; And foraſmuch as thou halt, of 45 bot- 
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and vowing to ſerve thee in Holineſs and Lo 
Righteouſneſs, all the Days of my Life. Gr. 


And fince thou haſt appointed the Lord De 
fleſus Chriſt, the only Means of coming unto 
thee, I do here, on the bended Knees of my 

55 Soul, accept of him as the only new and li- me 
ving Way, by which Sinners may have Ac-| anc 

_ ceſs to thee ; and do here ſolemnly joyn my] Ki 
ſelf in a Marriage Covenant to him. unc 


O bleſſed Jeſus, I come to ches hungry, as 
and poor, and wretched, and blind, and na-] the 
ked; a moſt loathſome polluted Wretch, ane 

unworthy for ever to waſh the Feet of the Fl 
Servants of my Lord, much more to be ſo- vo 
lemnly married to the King of Glory: Butf acc 
ſince ſuch is thine unparall'd Love, I do here, | Joy 
with all my Power, accept thee, and do take kn 

| thee for my Head, and Husband ; for bet-| 
ter for worſe, for richer, for poorer, for all} | 
Times and Conditions, to love, honour, and] Fl 
obey thee before all others ; ; and this to the bo 
Death. I imbrace thee in all thine Offices: cat 
I renounce mine own Unworthineſs, and] Re 
do here avow thee to be the Lord my] thi 
Righteouſneſs : I renounce mine own Wi- 
dom, and do here take thee for mine only] 
, Guide: : I renounce mine own Will, and take th, 
thy Will for my Law. And Gnas thou haſt} i 
told me, that I muſt ſuffer if I will reign ; II Gy 
do here Covenant with thee, to take my ift 
1 Lot, . 


* . 
* * — > W 


Lot, as it falls, 
Grace aſſiſting, to run all Hazards with 
thee ; verily ſuppoſing, that neither Life nor 
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with thee ; and by thy 


Death ſhall part between me and thee. 


And becauſe thou haſt been pleaſed to give 
me thy holy Laws, as the Rule of my Life, 5 


and the Way in which I ſhould walk to thy 


Kingdom; 1 do here willingly put my Neck 
under thy Yoke, and ſet my Shoulder to thy 
Burden ; and ſubſcribing to all thy Laws, 
as Holy, 
them, as the Rule of my 1 houghts, Words, 
and Actions; promiſing, 

Fleſh contradict and rebel, 
vour to order and govern my whole Life, 
according to thy Direction; 
low my "elf in the Neglect of any Thing 1 
know to be my Duty. 


Juſt and Good, I ſolemnly 


Only becauſe (through the Frailty of my 
' Fleſh) I am ſubject to many Failings ; I am 
bold humbly to proteſt, That unallowed Miſ- 
carriages, contrary to the ſettled Bent and 
Reſolution of my Heart, ſhall not make yod 
this Covenant; for ſo thou haſt laid. 


. Now Almighty God, Searcher 4 Hearts, RO 
thou knoweſt, that I make this Covenant 
with thee this Day, without any known 

| Guile or Reſervation ; beſeeching thee, That 


i x thou en any Flaw or F therein, 5 
| 3 thou 


= 


take 


that though my 
yet I will *endea- 


and will not a 
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thou wouldſt diſcover it to me, , and help m E 
to do it aright. 


And now, Glory be to thee, O God th} 
Father, whom I ſhall be bold, from this Daf 
forward, to look upon as my God and Fa 
ther; that ever thou ſhouldſt find out ſuc. 
a2 Wa ay for the Recovery of undone Sinner} « 
Glory be to thee, O God, the Son, who half 
loved me, and waſhed me from my Sins if 
thine own. Blood, and art now become m. 
Saviour and Redeemer: Glory be to thee, 
O God, the Holy Spirit, who by the Fin] 
ger of thine almighty Power, haſt turned my 
Heart from Sin to God, — 


0 dreadful Jehovah, the Lord God Omni 
potent, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; tho 
art now become my Cov enant-Friend, and : 
(through thine infinite Grace) am become I 
thy Covenant-Servant. Ae So be it, 


| lt 

And the Covenant which !!!? J. 
ace made on Earth, let F 

it be ratified in Heaven, © — 

'T 
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| the 1* EXTRACT out of 
Mr. Warkas his Diary. 


| eorum 405 legi lIibrorum ab 
initio Occobris, ad nem Decem- 
0 1684. 


SALA 53. ad finem. Gallice & Anglice. 
Threnorum capita omnia. Gal. & Angl. 
| Jerem. prophetiam. Gal. & Angl. 
I. Phil. 2. ad finem. 1 Theſſ. & 2 Theſſ. 1 = 
mn 2 Tim. Tit. Philem. Hebr. Jac. 1 & 2 
thou Pet. & 1 Joh. 2. Gal. Grzce & Angl. 
and | Multa alia capita extra ordinem. _ 
come In Muſzolo legi ab initio Geneſezs, ad f. 
it. nem Jobi. 
ltem totum T. N. Angl. 
Morden's Geography. 5 
hen Janeway's Life. Kidder's Demon- 
ſtration of the Meſſiah. 
Burton's Diſcourſes, Traitte de la Devo- 
tion, per Mr. Jurieu. 
Dr. Barrow" s 3 Vol. 
ers. — — of Bounty to the Poor, and 
4 Pe Sermon. 5 | 
— Expoſition of the Lord 5 Pray: 
er, Decalogue and Sacraments, 
| "”_ Brad- 


An EXTRACT; &c. 
Bradſhaw de Juſtificatione. 
Strong's Sermons. Davenport's Power of 
Congregational Churches. 
Tillotſon's Sermon's. 2 Vol. 
———= Diſcourſe of Tranſubſtantiation. 
Corbet's Remains. The Samaritan. 
Judge Hale's Opinion about Religion, Gc. 
Dr. Brevint's Saul and Samuel at Endor. 
Gilleſpi's Engliſh Popiſh Ceremonies. = | 
Ezek. Hopkins, Biſhop of London-derry, of | 
the Vanity of the World, and two other 
Sermons. 
Mr. Newcomb's (Senior) Help to right Im- | 
provement of Sickneſs, _ 
Part of Heylin's W The Devout | 
Communicant. | 1 — 


Et alionina librorum particulas prout occa- | 
| ſio poſtulabat. Item 5 ſeripfi & com- | 
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